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MEDIA ADVISORY 
For more information, please contact the 19th Regiment Public Affairs Representative, Chief 

Warrant Officer 2 Janet Schmelzer at janet.schmelzer@txsg.state.tx.us or 817-821-0899.    

 
FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE: 

 

Texas State Guard Army Component Command Names Chief of 

Staff  
 

AUSTIN, Texas (Oct. 12, 2015) - The Texas State Guard Army Component Command 

welcomed a new chief of staff, Col. Robert Hastings, at Camp Mabry, Sept. 12, 2015.  As chief 

of staff, Hastings is the principal military advisor and second in command of the Army 

Component, Texas State Guard.   

 

"Our role as Army Component Command staff," Hastings stated, "is to make our soldiers 

successful; ensuring that they have the training, resources, leadership and support necessary to 

execute their missions, effectively and safely." 

 

Hastings enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1978. He was a distinguished graduate of the Warrant 

Officer Rotary Wing Aviator Course. He piloted the AH-1 Attack Helicopter with the 7th 

Infantry Division, the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment and the Army Combat Developments 

Experimentation Command.  

Graduating from Officer Candidate School, he was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant in aviation. 

He has served as an Attack Helicopter Platoon leader and Forward Support Platoon leader with 

the 101st Airborne Division, and as a Reserve Component Aviation advisor at the Fifth U.S. 

Army headquarters.  

Hastings completed Armor Officer Advanced Course and returned to the 11th Armored Cavalry 

Regiment where he served as regimental operations officer, Air Cavalry Troop commander and 

Assault Helicopter Troop commander. He served as a public affairs officer, public affairs 

detachment commander with V Corps, and a senior public affairs instructor at the Defense 

Information School before retiring from the U.S. Army.   

His combat and expeditionary deployments include tours in Iraq, Bosnia and Honduras. 

His military education includes the Aviation Officer Basic Course, Scout Platoon Leaders 

Course, Armor Officer Advanced Course, Cavalry Leaders Course, Public Affairs Officer 

Qualification and Advanced Courses and Combined Armed and Services Staff School. 
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Upon joining the Texas State Guard, Hastings has served as the Chief Public Affairs Officer for 

the Texas State Guard and commander of the 19th Regiment.   

Hastings received the Master Army Aviator, Pathfinder and Air Assault badges. His military 

awards and decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious 

Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement 

Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, NATO Medal, 

and Secretary of Defense Staff Identification Badge.   

His civilian awards include the Secretary of Defense Distinguished Public Service Medal and the 

Order of St. George Medallion. 

Hastings resides in Keller, Texas. 
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The mission of the Texas Military Department (TMD) is to provide the Governor and the President with ready and 

trained forces in support of the citizens of Texas and State and Federal civil/military authorities at home and 

abroad. 

 
The Texas Military Department is commanded by the Adjutant General of Texas, the state's senior military official 

appointed by the governor. The Texas Military Department includes the Texas Army National Guard (TXARNG), the 

Texas Air National Guard (TXANG), the Texas State Guard (TXSG) and the Domestic Operations Command 

(DOMOPS). 

 

For more information about the Texas Military Department visit our website at www.txmf.us. 


